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WHAT 

Though there are a number of               
causes, a structure fire is a fire               
involving the structural components 
of various types of residential,                  
commercial or industrial buildings. 

Heat and smoke could be even more 
dangerous than the flames. Breathing 
in really hot air could burn your lungs, 
and fire produces poisonous gases 
that can make you sleepy and unable 
to escape. The smoke and gases pro-
duced by fire is dark and can make it 
difficult to find your way out of your 
house. Fire also uses up oxygen you 
need to breathe and produces smoke 
and poisonous gases that kill.  

WHEN 

Home / structure fires can happen at 
any time, but they generally increase  

during the fall and winter, with                 
December and January being the 
peak months. Home fires are also 
more common on Saturday and               
Sunday, and tend to peak between 
6:00 and 7:00 PM.  

WHERE 

Home / structure fires are more likely 
to start in the kitchen than any other 
room in the home. The second                 
leading cause of home fires are 
heating sources like wood stoves, and                  
fireplaces. Fires caused by smoking 
are the leading cause of deaths.  

IMPACT 

Every single person in The United 
States, no matter where they live, or 
what kind of home they live in is at 
risk of a home fire. However, the 
risk of death or injury from fire is 
not the same for everyone. In 2016, 
3,515 deaths and 14,650 injuries in 
the U.S. were caused by fires. These 
casualties were not equally                       
distributed across the U.S.                        
population, and the resulting risk of 
death or injury from fire is not                 
uniform — it is more severe for 
some groups than for others 

It is important to remember this:  
home / structure fires don’t                    
discriminate and can affect any 
home at any time. However,              
children under five and adults over 
65 face the highest risk of dying in a 
home fire.  

 

KNOW YOUR RISK 
 

 

E ach year more than 2,500 people die and 12,600 are injured in structure fires in the United States. Fire moves 

fast. There is no time to gather anything or make a phone call. In just two minutes, a fire can become life - 

threatening. In five minutes, a house could be engulfed in flames. 
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STRUCTURE FIRE                                   

PREPAREDNESS OVERVIEW 



 

PROTECTING YOURSELF BEFORE A                        
HOME / STRUCTURE FIRE 

Protecting yourself today means having sources for information, preparing your home or              
workplace, developing an emergency communications plan, and  knowing what to do during a 
home / structure. Taking action today can save lives and during an actual event. 

 
The following section highlights various preparedness initiatives and actives that you and your 
family can practice now to prepare for a  home / structure fire event. 
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BE INFORMED 

  
Create a fire escape plan for you and your family. 

 

Public safety officials use timely and reliable systems to alert you and your family in the event of natural or 

man-made disasters. There are a number of reliable apps available. Register for one of these apps and / or 

contact your local officials about possible wireless emergency alerts that they may offer. 

 Be aware of your environment and any possible dangers. 

MAKE A PLAN 

 Make a plan with your family, and ensure everyone knows what they would do in an emergency event. 

 

 

 

Understand the plans for individuals with disabilities or other access and functional needs 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

The guidelines listed below are basic ways for you to start preparing yourself and your family now, before an event occurs.                  
Preparing saves lives in the future. 
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ACCELERANT 
An accelerant is a flammable fuel (often liquid) used by some arsonists to increase size or intensity of fire. 

May also be accidentally introduced when HAZMAT becomes involved in fire.  

ALARM 
An alarm is a system for detecting and reporting unusual conditions, such as smoke, fire, flood, loss of air, 

HAZMAT release, etc. 

BACKDRAFT 

A backdraft is  fire phenomenon caused when heat and heavy smoke (unburned fuel particles) accumulate 

inside a compartment, depleting the available air, and then oxygen/air is re-introduced, completing the 

fire triangle and causing rapid combustion.  

CLASS A FIRE A class A fire is a fire involving combustibles such as wood, paper, and other natural materials.  

CLASS B FIRE A class B fire is a fire involving hydrocarbons.  

CLASS C FIRE A class C fire is an electrical fire.  

CLASS D FIRE 
A class D fire is a fire involving metals, such as sodium, titanium, magnesium, potassium, uranium, lithium, 

plutonium and calcium.  

COLLAPSE   

ZONE 
The collapse zone is the area around a structure that would contain debris if the building were to collapse.  

COMPARTMENT 

FIRE 

A compartment fire is an "Isolated" fire, or a fire which is "boxed in" or "closed off" from the rest of the 

structure. An example of this is a fire in a room where all the windows and doors are closed preventing the 

fire from spreading to other rooms.  

CONFINED 

SPACE 

A confined space is any space: 

• that has limited or restricted means of entry or exit;  

• Is large enough for a person to enter to perform tasks; and / or 

• Is not designed or configured for continuous occupancy. 

ELECTRICAL            

FIRE 

An electrical fire is a fire in which the primary source of heat is electricity, resulting in combustion of            

adjacent insulation and other materials; may be hazardous to attempt to extinguish using water.  

EMS EMS is an abbreviation for Emergency Medical Service (s) 

KNOW THE TERMS 

Know the terms used to describe structure fire hazards and what actions to take. These terms can be used to determine the 

timeline and severity an emergency . 
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EVACUATION 

An evacuation is the removal of personnel from a dangerous area, in particular, a HAZMAT incident,                

burning building, or other emergency. Also refers to act of removing firefighters from a structure in danger 

of collapsing.  

EXPOSURE 

Property near fire that may become involved by transfer of heat or burning material from main fire,               

typically by convection or radiation. The exposure may range from 40 feet (12 m) to several miles,                    

depending on size and type of fire or explosion.  

EXTRICATION 
Extrication is the removal of a trapped victim such as a vehicle extrication, confined space rescue, or 

trench rescue; sometimes using hydraulic spreader, Jaws of Life, or other technical equipment  

FIRE HAZARD 
Fire hazard refers to an materials, structures or processes that may result in creating a fire, permitting a 

fire to grow undetected, or preventing people from escaping a fire.  

HAZMAT 
HAZMAT is an abbreviation for hazardous materials, including solids, liquids, or gases that may cause                

injury, death, or damage if released or triggered.  

IDLH 
IDLH is an abbreviation that stands for any situation deemed IMMEDIATELY DANGEROUS TO LIFE AND 

HEALTH.  

MASS CASUALTY 

INCIDENT (MCI) 

A mass casualty incident refers to any incident that produces a large number of injured persons requiring 

emergency medical treatment and transportation to a medical facility. The exact number of patients that 

makes an incident "mass casualty" is defined by departmental procedures and may vary from area to area.  

MEANS OF 

EGRESS 

Means of egress refers to the way out of a building during an emergency; may be by door, window,                  

hallway, or exterior fire escape; local fire codes will often dictate the size. location and type according to 

the number of occupants and the type of occupancy.  

OCCUPANCY 
Occupancy refers to the zoning and safety code term used to determine how a structure is permitted to be 

used and occupied, which in turn dictates the necessary safety structures and procedures.  

REFLASH /                     

RE - KINDLE 
Reflash, / re-kindle refers to a situation in which a fire, thought to be extinguished, resumes burning.  

STRUCTURE   

FIRE 

A structure fire is a fire in a residential or commercial building. Urban fire departments are primarily 

geared toward structural firefighting. The term is often used to distinguish them from wildland fire or 

other outside fire, and may also refer to the type of training and equipment such as "structure 

PPE" (personal protective equipment).  

ZONE Zone refers to the section of structure indicated on fire alarm control panel where sensor was activated.  
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BEFORE AN EVENT: PLAN AND PREPARE 

Home and structure fires can be devastating and deadly. Know how to prepare for them can save your life and the lives of your 
loved ones. 
 

Follow these guidelines before a home / structure fire event: 

 
 

In the event of a fire, remember that every second counts, so you and your family must always be prepared.  

 
Create a fire escape plan and practice it twice a year. 

 
Have smoke alarms in every bedroom and every floor of the house. 

 
Find two ways to get out of each room. A window might be a second way if the door is blocked by fire or smoke. 

 
Practice feeling your way out of the house in the dark or with your eyes closed. 

 
Sleep with your door closed. It helps prevent fires from spreading quickly. 

 
Make digital copies of valuable documents and records like birth certificates. 

 
Contact your local fire department for information on training on the proper use and maintenance of fire extinguishers. 

 

 

Consider installing an automatic fire sprinkler system in your residence. 
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Each year, more than 3 million people gain the skills they need to prepare for and respond to emergencies through American Red 
Cross training classes, including first aid, automated external defibrillator (AED), and cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training. 
Visit www.redcross.org/take-a-class to find out about classes in your area. Download the American Red Cross First Aid App at 
www.redcross.org/mobile-apps/first-aid-app.  
 
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program expands the emergency response network by providing training in 
basic response skills to community members. CERT Basic Training educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that 
may affect their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, 
and disaster medical operations. Visit www.fema.gov/ community-emergency-response-teams to find a local program. 

SAFETY SKILLS 

Practice first aid skills and emergency response actions through training classes. In most circumstances, when someone is hurt, a 
person on the scene provides the first assistance, before professional help arrives. Learn and practice response skills now so you will 
know what to do.  
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DEVELOP A FAMILY                                                             
COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 

 Creating your Family Emergency Communication Plan starts 

with one simple question: “What if?”  

“What if something happens and I’m not with my family?” 

“Will I be able to reach them?” “How will I know they are 

safe?” “How can I let them know I’m OK?” During a                 

disaster, you will need to send and receive information from 

your family.  

Communication networks, such as mobile phones and                   

computers, could be unreliable during disasters, and               

electricity could be disrupted. Planning in advance will help 

ensure that all the members of your household—including 

children and people with disabilities and others with access 

and functional needs, as well as outside caregivers—know 

how to reach each other and where to meet up in an                      

emergency. To learn more about creating a Family                             

Communications Plan, obtain a copy of the City of Shawnee /                            

Pottawatomie County Department of Emergency                             

Management’s guidebook-Creating a Family                          

Communications Plan. 

SIGN UP FOR LOCAL ALERTS 

Public safety officials use timely and reliable systems to alert 

you and your family in the event of natural or man-made                 

disasters.  

There is a multitude of wireless emergency alert apps for your 

phone, with most being free.  

You can learn more about emergency alerts by  downloading 

the City of Shawnee / Pottawatomie County Department of 

Emergency Management’s guide to  Understanding Emergency 

Alerts located under the hazards tab on the City of Shawnee - 

Emergency Management website. 

SMOKE ALARMS CAN SAVE                   

YOUR LIFE 

 

Smoke alarms are a critical step in being prepared for a home / 

structure. Smoke alarms should be installed outside each sleeping 

area and on each level of your home. If you and your family sleep 

with the doors closed, install smoke alarms inside sleeping areas, 

too.  

To function properly, smoke alarms must be maintained. In 2005, 

the National Fire Protection Academy (NFPA) reported that 74  per-

cent of home / structure deaths resulted from fires in homes with 

no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. Once a month you 

should use the test button to check each smoke alarm. And at least 

once a year, all smoke alarm batteries should be replaced. In                

addition, smoke alarms can become less sensitive over time and 

should be replaced at least every 10 years.  
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WATER - Ensure you have at least 1 gallon of water per person per day for at least 3 days. (Store a longer than 3

- day supply of water, if possible). An average person needs to drink about 3/4 of a gallon of fluid daily. Individual 

needs vary depending on age, gender, health, level of activity, food choices, and climate. You may also need 

stored water for food preparation. 

 

FOOD - Store at least a 3-day supply of non-perishable food for members of your household, including pets. 

Consider special dietary needs (e.g., infant formula). Include a non - electric can opener for canned food. 

 

FLASHLIGHT, RADIO, and CELL PHONE CHARGER - You will need to be able to charge these items                

without electricity. Your flashlight and radio should be either hand-cranked or battery-powered, and stored with 

extra batteries. Your cell phone charger should be hand-crank, solar, or able to be charged from a car outlet. 

 

MEDICAL - Include first aid kit, prescription and non-prescription/over-the-counter medications, and medical 

supplies. 

 

SANITATION - Pack supplies for sanitation, such as hand sanitizer, towelettes, paper products, diapers, and 

plastic bags, for use when water resources are limited. 

 

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY - Include battery backup power for power - dependent mobility devices, oxygen, 

and other assistive technology needs. 

 

EXTRA CLOTHING, BLANKETS, and SLEEPING BAGS - Dress in layers to keep warm if you lose power. 

Ensure you have enough clothing, hats, mittens, and blankets or sleeping bags for everyone in the house. 

 

WOOD - Store a supply of dry, seasoned wood if you have a working fireplace or wood -burning stove with a 

safe flue or vent. 

ASSEMBLING AN EMERGENCY SUPPLIES KIT 

You may be without power and air conditioning / heat for several days. 

Have a family discussion; think through what three days without                  

power, water, or air conditioning would feel like. Gather the basic                 

supplies your family would need if grocery stores and other services are 

unavailable; if power, water, and gas is interrupted; or if you                   

cannot leave your home. Be sure to review your emergency supplies 

every fall. Basic emergency supplies should include the following, most 

of which you probably already have in your home.  

 

NOTE* It is important to consider the unique needs of your family,     
including access and functional needs, and the needs of children and 
pets. You may need to include: extra water; special food, such as infant 
formula or pet food; and supplies or equipment, such as diapers, glasses, 
or  medical equipment. 

The following are items to store in your Emergency Supplies Kit 
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS:  

• Keep fire extinguishers on hand and make sure everyone in your home knows how to use them. If your smoke 

alarms get power from your home’s electrical system (hardwired), make sure the backup battery is replaced at 

least once a year so that your alarms will work during a power outage.  

 

SMOKE ALARMS:  

A working smoke alarm significantly increases your chances of surviving a deadly home / structure. 

• Install both ionization AND photoelectric smoke alarms, OR dual sensor smoke alarms, which contain both 
ionization and photoelectric smoke sensors. 

• Test batteries monthly. 

• Replace batteries in battery-powered and hard-wired smoke alarms at least once a year (except                                  
non-replaceable 10-year lithium batteries). 

• Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, including the basement, both inside and outside of sleeping 
areas. 

• Replace the entire smoke alarm unit every 8-10 years or according to manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Never disable a smoke alarm while cooking – it can be a deadly mistake. 

SMOKE ALARM SAFETY FOR PEOPLE WITH ACCESS OR FUNCTIONAL NEEDS 

• Audible alarms for visually impaired people should pause with a small window of silence between each                    
successive cycle so that they can listen to instructions or voices of others. 

• Smoke alarms with a vibrating pad or flashing light are available for the hearing impaired. Contact your local 
fire department for information about obtaining a flashing or vibrating smoke alarm. 

• Smoke alarms with a strobe light outside the home to catch the attention of neighbors, and emergency call 
systems for summoning help, are also available. 

 

 

COOKING: 

• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, or broiling food. If you leave the kitchen for even a short                  
period of time, turn off the stove. 

• Wear short, close-fitting or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 

• Keep children away from cooking areas by enforcing a "kid-free zone" of 3 feet around the stove. 

• Position barbecue grills at least 10 feet away from siding and deck railings, and out from under eaves and     
overhanging branches. 

PREPARING YOUR HOME FOR LOW TEMPERATURES AND WINTER STORMS 

The following are tips and suggestions that you and your family can take to prepare your home for winter storms and low                       
temperatures.  

10 | GUIDE TO HOME & STRUCTURE FIRE PREPAREDNESS  



1 | PROTECT YOURSELF BEFORE AN EVENT 

 

 

SMOKING: 

• Smoke outside and completely stub out butts in an ashtray or a can filled with sand. 

• Soak cigarette butts and ashes in water before throwing them away. Never toss hot cigarette butts or ashes in 

the trash can. 

• Never smoke in a home where oxygen is used, even if it is turned off. Oxygen can be explosive and makes fire 

burn hotter and faster. 

• Be alert - don’t smoke in bed! If you are sleepy, have been drinking, or have taken medicine that makes you 

drowsy, put your cigarette out first. 

 

ELECTRICAL AND APPLIANCE SAFETY:  

• Frayed wires can cause fires. Replace all worn, old or damaged appliance cords immediately and do not run 
cords under rugs or furniture. 

• If an appliance has a three-prong plug, use it only in a three-slot outlet. Never force it to fit into a two-slot            
outlet or extension cord. 

• Immediately shut off, then professionally replace, light switches that are hot to the touch and lights that                  
flicker. 

 

PORTABLE SPACE HEATERS:  

• Keep combustible objects at least three feet away from portable heating devices. 

• Buy only heaters evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory, such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL). 

• Check to make the portable heater has a thermostat control mechanism, and will switch off automatically if 
the heater falls over. 

• Only use crystal clear K-1 kerosene in kerosene heaters. Never overfill it. Use the heater in a well-ventilated 
room. 

 

FIREPLACES AND WOODSTOVES:  

• Inspect and clean woodstove pipes and chimneys annually and check monthly for damage or obstructions. 

• Use a fireplace screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big enough to cover the entire opening of the 
fireplace to catch flying sparks. 

• Make sure the fire is completely out before leaving the house or going to bed. 

 

CHILDREN: 

• Take the mystery out of fire play by teaching children that fire is a tool, not a toy. 

• Store matches and lighters out of children's reach and sight, preferably in a locked cabinet. 

• Never leave children unattended near operating stoves or burning candles, even for a short time. 
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ADDITIONAL PREVENTATIVE TIPS: 

• Never use stove range or oven to heat your home. 

• Keep combustible and flammable liquids away from heat sources. 

• Portable generators should NEVER be used indoors and should only be refueled outdoors or in well ventilated 

areas. 
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 PRACTICE YOUR FIRE ESCAPE PLAN 

While 71% of Americans have an escape plan in case of a fire, only 47% of those have practiced it. The good news is that creating 
and practicing a home fire escape plan is simple. Just follow the steps below to make sure everyone in your home is prepared 
with what to do in case of a home fire. 

It is important to have a plan when there are children in your home. Children sometimes need help getting out of the house. 
They may not know how to escape or what to do unless an adult shows them. 

• Have a plan for young children who cannot get outside by themselves. You will need to wake babies and very young children 
and help them get out. In your plan, talk about who will help each child get out safely. 

• It is important to learn two ways out of every room in your home, in case one exit is blocked or dangerous to use.  

• Remember, if there is smoke, you need to get low and go to your exits, so practice getting low and moving to your exits. 

• Choose a safe meeting place a safe distance from your home. Children should know what to do when they hear a smoke 
alarm and there is no adult around. Help them practice going to the outside meeting place. Teach them to never go back  
inside a building that is on fire. 

• Have a home fire drill at least twice a year, so everyone can practice what to do if the smoke alarm sounds. 

CHILDREN AND FIRE SAFETY 

• Children can become scared and confused during emergencies, so teach them to never hide from firefighters.  

• Teach children to NEVER go back inside a burning building. Once they are out, stay out! 

• Teach your child to get low and crawl on the ground, where the air is less smoky. 

• Show a child how to use the back of his hand to check doors for heat before opening and to use a different way out, if the 
door is hot.  

• If your child needs to use an escape ladder, show him/her where you keep it and practice how to use it. 
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 CONDUCT A HOME FIRE DRILL 

Fires can start anywhere in the home and at any time, so run through the plan at different times of the day or night, and practice 
different ways out.  

• STEP 1: Know where to go: Pick a safe meeting place that’s near your home and a safe distance away. Explain to your kids 

that when the smoke alarm beeps, they need to get out of the house quickly and meet at that safety spot. 

• STEP 2: Check your smoke alarms: Test your smoke alarms each month with your kids so they know the sound. Make sure 

there’s a smoke alarm on every level of your home, and one in each bedroom. 

• STEP 3: Do the drill: Have kids head to their bedrooms and wait for the drill to begin. For children under 6 years old, assign 

adults to help anyone who’ll need it. Put one adult in charge of sounding the smoke alarm and running the drill. Next, sound 
the smoke alarm, start the timer and have everyone book it to the safety spot. Once everyone gets to the safe meeting place 
stop the timer. If you all made it in under two minutes, you each get an imaginary gold medal. If not, give it another try. In a 
real fire, get to the safe meeting place, then call 9 - 1 - 1 and keep everyone close until firefighters arrive. 
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STRUCTURE FIRE STATICS AND DATA TRENDS 

The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) collects data from a variety 

of sources to provide information and analyses on the status 

and scope of the fire problem in the United States. Armed with 

this data, the fire service can use it to: 

• Create a baseline for evaluating programs. 

• Increase awareness. 

• Motivate corrective actions. 

• Set priorities. 

• Target public education programs. 

TRENDS IN FIRES, DEATHS, INJURIES AND DOLLAR LOSS 

The following data was adjusted to 2017 dollars and includes $10 billion in losses from Northern California wildfires. 
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Cooking 50.3% 

Heating 9.6% 

Unintentional, careless 6.6% 

Electrical malfunction 6.5% 

Open flame 4.3% 

Intentional 4.2% 

Appliances 3.6% 

Other heat 3.3% 

Exposure 2.9% 

Smoking 2.1% 

Equipment malfunction 1.8% 

Natural 1.7% 

Cause under investigation 1.4% 

Other equipment 1.2% 

Playing with heat source 0.4% 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING FIRE CAUSES IN 2016 

364,300 fires (estimated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Total does not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
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CAUSES OF FATAL RESIDENTIAL BUILDING FIRES 
IN 2016 

1,800 fatal fires (estimated). 

CAUSES OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING FIRES                
RESULTING IN INJURIES 2016 

7,000 fires resulting in injuries (estimated). 

PER CAPITA RATES, RISK AND FIRE CASUALTIES 

When determining fire risk, geographic, demographic and socioeconomic factors all come into play. People in the South and                   
Midwest, adults ages 50 or older, and the poor were all at a higher risk of dying in a fire than the general population. Also,                      
although their risk of fire death and injury was less than the general population, the very young (ages 4 and younger) were at a 
higher risk of fire death and injury when compared to older children. Additionally, males, African-Americans, and American                   
Indians/Alaska Natives also had a higher risk of death from fire than the population as a whole. These groups remained at a higher 
risk despite considerable long-term reductions in fires and fire casualties. 
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Sources: 2016 National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) Mortality Data File, as compiled from data provided by the 57 vital statistics jurisdictions through the 
Vital Statistics Cooperative Program, and 2016 National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) fire injury data.  

Notes: 1. Data have been adjusted to account for deaths and injuries with unknown age. Age was specified in 99.9 percent of fire deaths and in 99.9 percent of 
reported fire injuries.  

2. The total percentages of fire deaths and fire injuries do not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.  

AGE RANGE 
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LOSS MEASURES FOR THANKSGIVING DAY AND NON - THANKSGIVING DAY FIRES IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
(THREE - YEAR AVERAGE, 2014 - 2016) 

The average number of reported residential building fires on Thanksgiving Day was more than double (2.3 times more) the average 
number of fires in residential buildings on all days. The average losses for Thanksgiving Day fires in residential buildings, however, 
were less than the same measures for non-Thanksgiving Day fires in residential buildings. 

THANKSGIVING FIRES IN RESIDENTIAL BUIDLINGS 
(2014 - 2016) 

In most cases, patterns of fires on Thanksgiving Day differ                          
substantially from the national fire profile. To prevent fires and    
associated loss on this particular holiday, it is important to be 
aware of how fires differ from the overall fire profile in the 
United States. 

For each year from 2014 to 2016, an estimated 2,400                       
residential building fires were reported to fire departments in 
the U.S. on Thanksgiving Day and caused an estimated 5 
deaths, 25 injuries and $19 million in property loss. 

LOSS MEASURE THANKSGIVING DAY FIRES NON - THANKSGIVING DAY FIRES 

Fatalities/1,000 fires 1.8 5.8 

Injuries/1,000 fires 11.0 25.7 

Dollar loss/fire $7,800 $17,560 

The average number of reported residential building fires on Thanksgiving Day was more than double (2.3 times more) the average 
number of fires in residential buildings on all other days. The average losses for Thanksgiving Day fires in residential buildings,                 
however, were less than the same measures for non-Thanksgiving Day fires in residential buildings. 

The majority of Thanksgiving Day 
fires in residential buildings took 
place in one- and two - family     
dwellings (63 percent) followed by                   
multifamily dwellings (32 percent).  
This is comparable to  non-
Thanksgiving Day fires in                       
residential buildings, with one-and 
two - family dwellings at 64                  
percent, multifamily dwellings at 
29 percent, and other dwellings at 
7 percent. 

THANKSGIVING DAY FIRES IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDING BY GENERAL 
PROPERTY TYPE (2014 - 2016) 
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EXTENT OF FIRE SPREAD IN THANKSGIVING DAY FIRES IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS (2014 - 2016) 

In 77 percent of Thanksgiving Day fires in residential buildings, the fire was limited to the object of origin. An additional 11                  
percent of these fires were limited to the room of origin. The remaining 12 percent of Thanksgiving Day fires in residential build-
ings extended beyond the room of origin. Annually, among all other residential building fires, 55 percent were limited to the  
object of origin, an additional 20 percent were limited to the room of origin, and the remaining 25 percent extended beyond the 
room of origin. 

THANKSGIVING FIRES IN                            
RESIDENTIAL BUIDLINGS BY 
TIME OF ALARM (2014 - 
2016) 

Almost half (48 percent) of                     
Thanksgiving Day fires in residential 
buildings occurred from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., when many people were 
most likely preparing  Thanksgiving 
dinner. Fires then declined through-
out the evening. This stands in con-
trast to the rest of the year, when 
residential building fires peaked 
during “normal” dinner  time hours 
of 5-8 p.m.  

Limited to object of origin   77.2% 

Limited to room of origin   10.8% 

Limited to building of origin  8.1% 

Limited to floor of origin   2.8% 

Beyond building of origin   1.1% 

Cooking fires in residential buildings                  
occurred more often on Thanksgiving Day 
than any other day of the year. Cooking 
was, by far, the leading cause of all Thanks-
giving Day fires in residential buildings at 77 
percent. By comparison, cooking was the 
cause of 50 percent of residential fires that 
occurred on all days of the year other than 
Thanksgiving. Heating, at 7 percent, was 
the next  leading cause of Thanksgiving Day 
fires in residential buildings. 

CAUSES OF THANKSGIVING DAY FIRES IN RESIDENTIAL                    
BUIDLINGS (2014 - 2016) 
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CHRISTMAS TREE AND HOLIDAY DECORATIONS FIRE SAFETY 

Decorating homes and businesses is a long standing tradition during the holiday season. Unfortunately it’s these decorations that     
increase the chance of fire. Follow a few simple Christmas tree & holiday decoration fire safety tips to ensure Happy Holidays.  
 

CHRISTMAS TREES: Christmas trees can remain relatively fire safe if you follow these simple steps: 

• When selecting your live Christmas tree, choose a fresh one with green needles. 

• Recut the trunk at least two inch above the old cut as soon as you get it home. This allows it to continue to pull moisture into its 
foliage. 

• Keep the trunk in water immediately after it is recut. 
Moisture is the key to keeping the tree fresh and 
thereby enhancing its fire resistance. If the tree will 
be kept outside for a few days, stand it in a bucket of 
water until you are ready to bring it indoors. 

• Check the water levels daily... Never let the water 
level go below the bottom of the trunk. Commercial 
floral preservatives can also be added to the water to 
help keep the tree fresh. 

• Locate any tree at least 3 feet away from sources of 
heat. Avoid placing any tree, live or artificial, near a 
heater outlet, wood stove or fireplace. Put it in the 
coolest location possible. 

• Never leave a lighted tree unattended. 

• Remove the tree immediately after the holidays. Even a properly cared for live tree will eventually die. Take it to a recycle center 
or leave for your refuse collector. 
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LIGHTS & DECORATIONS 

• Choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant. 

• Keep decorations away from heat sources, windows and doors. 

• Properly install your holiday lights. Use lights that have the label of an independent testing laboratory. 

• Be sure to use indoor lights inside and outdoor lights outside. 

• Make sure all electrical cords have no frayed or cracked wires or broken sockets. Do not attempt to repair a worn light set! 
Throw it away and purchase a new replacement. 

• Do not overload electrical outlets. 

• Do not link more than three light strands, unless the directions indicate it is safe. 

• Do not leave lights turned on for prolonged periods or unattended. 

• Keep your exits clear by keeping decorations away from windows and doors. 

• In addition to being shatterproof and shock resistant, LED lights produce almost no heat, making them safe to touch and greatly 
reducing the risk of fire. 
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PORTABLE GENDERATOR SAFETY TIPS 

 

USING A PORTABLE GENDERATOR  

Portable generators are useful during winter storms, 
but if not used safely, they can cause injuries and 
death. 

 

 

A generator should only be used outside on stable ground and away from any windows and vents to prevent deadly 

fumes from entering the home through an opening. Keep the generator dry. Operate on a dry surface under an open, 

canopy- like structure. 

Read the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Dry your hands before touching the generator. 

Plug appliances directly into generator or use a heavy-duty outdoor- rated extension cord. Make sure the entire                 

extension cord is free of cuts or tears and the plug has all 3 prongs, especially a grounding pin. 

Do not connect the generator to your home’s wiring. Power can flow out of your home into the electric system                

creating a hazard for crews working in the area. 

Never fill the generator with fuel while it is running or still hot. Turn it off and let it cool. Fuel spilled on hot engine 

parts could ignite. 

Always store fuel outside of living areas, away from fuel-burning appliances, in properly labeled, non-glass                           

containers. 

You will not be able to use all appliances at once. You may 

have to turn off some appliances to avoid overload. And 

make sure any connected appliances are off before starting 

the generator. 

Generators should be used for emergency standby power ONLY 

and for short periods of time.  Refrigerators do not need to run 24 

hours a day to keep food fresh. Monitor the internal temperature, 

which should be kept at 40 degrees or below. 

Make sure you have working, properly installed carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in your home. CO is an odorless, color-

less gas produced by fuel combustion that can make you ill with flu-like symptoms and in extreme cases can be fatal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use these guidelines to practice good portable generator safety: 
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HEATING SAFETY TIPS 

 

HEATING YOUR HOME 

Each year more than 2,500 people die and 12,600 are 
injured in structure fires in the United States. Fire 
moves fast. There is no time to gather anything or 
make a phone call. In just two minutes, a fire could kill 
you. In five minutes, a house could be swallowed in 
flames. 

 

 

PORTABLE SPACE 

HEATER 

• Keep anything that can 
burn, such as bedding, 
clothing and curtains, 
at least 3 feet away 
from the heater. 

• Make sure the heater 
has an automatic             
shut-off, so if it tips 
over, it shuts off. 

• Turn heaters off when 
you go to bed or leave 
the room. 

• Plug portable heaters 
directly into outlets 
and never into an             
extension cord or   
power strip. 

• •Only use portable 
heaters from a                      
recognized testing  
laboratory. 

 

KEROSENE HEATER 

• Only use kerosene 
heaters from a                    
recognized testing  
laboratory. 

• Make sure the heater 
has an automatic               
shut-off, so if it tips 
over, it shuts off. 

• Refuel your cooled 
heater outside. 

 

FURNACE 

• Have your furnace              
inspected each year. 

• Keep anything that can 
burn away from the 
furnace. 

 

WOOD STOVE 

• Make sure your    

woodstove is 3 feet 

from anything that 

can burn. 

• Do not burn paper in 

your wood stove. 

• Put the fire out before 

you go to sleep or 

leave your home. 

• Have your chimney 

inspected and cleaned 

each year by a                 

professional. 



PROTECTING YOURSELF DURING A                             
HOME / STRUCTURE FIRE 

 

T he following section highlights actions and initiatives that you and your 
family can take during a home / structure fire. 
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Crawl low under any smoke to your exit - heavy smoke and poisonous gases collect first along the ceiling. 

 

Before opening a door, feel the doorknob and door. If either is hot, or if there is smoke coming around the door, leave 

the door closed and use your second way out. 

 
If you open a door, open it slowly. Be ready to shut it quickly if heavy smoke or fire is present. 

 

If you can’t get to someone needing assistance, leave the home and call 9-1-1 or the fire department. Tell the                    

emergency operator where the person is located. 

 
If pets are trapped inside your home, tell firefighters right away. 

 

If you can’t get out, close the door and cover vents and cracks around doors with cloth or tape to keep smoke 

out.  Call 9-1-1 or your fire department. Say where you are and signal for help at the window with a light-colored cloth 

or a flashlight. 

 

 

If your clothes catch fire, stop, drop, and roll – stop immediately, drop to the ground, and cover your face with your 

hands.  Roll over and over or back and forth until the fire is out.  If you or someone else cannot stop, drop, and roll, 

smother the flames with a blanket or towel.  Use cool water to treat the burn immediately for 3 to 5 minutes.  Cover 

with a clean, dry cloth.  Get medical help right away by calling 9-1-1 or the fire department. 

DURING AN EVENT: SURVIVE 

Remember, working smoke alarms and a practiced home escape plan provide the best protection from a home / structure                  

because in most fires, you have as little as 3 minutes to escape once the smoke alarm sounds. 

 

The following guidelines are intended to help you survive a home / structure fire: 
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FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING FOR OLDER ADULTS AND PEOPLE WITH ACCESS OR FUNCTIONAL NEEDS 

• Live near an exit. You'll be safest on the ground floor if you live in an apartment building. If you live in a multi-story home, 
arrange to sleep on the ground floor, and near an exit. 

• If you use a walker or wheelchair, check all exits to be sure you get through the doorways. 

• Make any necessary accommodations, such as providing exit ramps and widening doorways, to facilitate an emergency es-
cape. 

• Speak to your family members, building manager, or neighbors about your fire safety plan and practice it with them.  

• Contact your local fire department's non-emergency line and explain your special needs. Ask emergency providers to keep 
your special needs information on file. 

• Keep a phone near your bed and be ready to call 911 or your local emergency number if a fire occurs. 
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PROTECTING YOURSELF AFTER A                                    
HOME / STRUCTURE FIRE 

 

T he following section highlights steps and measures to take after a                       
home / structure fire. 
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AFTER AN EVENT: RECOVER 

A fire will change your life in many ways. Knowing where to begin and who can help you is important. Home / structures can cause 
serious damage. The building and many of the things in your home may have been badly damaged by flames, heat, smoke and 
water.  
 
You will find that things the fire did not burn up are now ruined by smoke and soggy with water used to put out the flames.                  
Anything that you want to save or reuse will need to be carefully cleaned.  
 

If your home had a home / structure sprinkler system, you will find little damage from flames, heat, smoke and water. If you plan 

to rebuild your home, now is the time to think about installing sprinklers. You can find more information at the Home Fire Sprinkler 

Coalition’s website: www.hfsc.org. 

USE CAUTION 
It is important to understand the risk to your safety and health even after the fire is out. The soot and dirty water left behind may              

contain things that could make you sick.  

Be very careful if you go into your home and if you touch any fire-damaged items. Ask the advice of the fire department, local     

building officials, your insurance agent, and restoration specialists before starting to clean or make repairs.  

Do not eat, drink or breathe in anything that has been near the flames, smoke, soot, or water used to put the fire out.  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT ACTIONS 

• As a fire burns, it moves up, down and across, growing very fast. Breaking windows and cutting holes in the roof is called                     
ventilation. This slows the fire’s growth. It helps get rid of dark smoke that makes it hard for firefighters to see. It helps them 
fight the fire more quickly. In the end, ventilation can help save lives and property.  

• Firefighters may cut holes in the walls to make sure that the fire is completely out and not hidden in the walls.  

• In most areas, a fire report is a public document. Ask for it at the fire department or the fire marshal’s office. The fire report 
will provide you with information your insurance company and other official offices may need. 

Follow these guidelines after a home fire: 

 

 

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY: Contact your local disaster relief service, such as the                     

American Red Cross or the Salvation Army. They will help you find a place to stay and to find food, clothing and                

medicine. Make sure that you have a safe place to live temporarily. You have a big job ahead of you. Get plenty of 

rest, and ask for help. Do not try to do it all alone.  

 

HELP YOUR PETS: If you have pets, find and comfort them. Scared animals often react by biting or scratching. Han-

dle them carefully, calmly and gently. Try to leave pets with a family member, friend or veterinarian if you are visiting 

or cleaning your damaged home. Keep your pets out of the house until the cleanup is complete to keep them safe.  

 

FINANCES: Get in touch with your landlord or mortgage lender as soon as possible. Contact your credit card                    

company to report credit cards that were lost in the fire and request replacements. Save all of your receipts for any 

money you spend. The receipts may be needed later by the insurance company. You will need the receipts to prove 

any losses claimed on your tax return.  
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SECURITY AND SAFETY: Do not enter a damaged home or apartment unless the fire department says it is safe. 

Fires can start again, even if they appear to be out. Watch for damage caused by the fire. Roofs and floors may be 

damaged and could fall down.  

The fire department will make sure the utility services (water, electricity and gas) are safe to use. If they are not safe, 

firefighters will have your utilities turned off or disconnected before they leave. Do not try to turn them back on by 

yourself. 

Contact your police department to let the police know that you will be away from your home. In some cases, you may 

need to board up openings so that no one can get in when you’re not there.  

 

CONTACT YOUR INSURANCE AGENT: Contact your insurance company right away. Ask what to do about the 

immediate needs of your home. This includes pumping out water and covering doors, windows and other openings.  

Ask your insurance company what to do first. Some companies may ask you to make a list of everything that was dam-

aged by the fire. They will ask you to describe these items in detail and say how much you paid for them. 

If you do not have insurance, your family and community might help you get back on your feet. Organizations that 

might help include:  

• American Red Cross.  

• Salvation Army.  

• Religious organizations.  

• Public agencies, such as the public health department.  

• Community groups.  

• State or municipal emergency services office.  

• Nonprofit crisis-counseling centers.  

 

HANDLING THE DAMAGE: There are companies that are experts in cleaning and/or restoring your personal 

items.  Whether you or your insurer buys this type of service, be clear on who will pay for it. Be sure to ask for an esti-

mate of cost for the work and agree to it in writing. You will find the names and phone numbers for companies that 

do this work in the phone book and on the internet. 

Ask your insurance company for names of companies that you can trust. These companies may provide services to:  

• Secure your home against more damage.  

• Estimate damage.  

• Repair damage.  

• Estimate the cost to repair or renew items of personal property.  
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• Store household items.  

• Hire cleaning or repair subcontractors.  

• Store repaired items until needed. 

 

THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS: Talk with your insurance company about how 

to learn the value of your home and property.  

 

 

REPLACING VALUABLE DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS: You will want to replace many of the following docu-

ments if they were destroyed or lost in the fire:  

• Driver’s license, auto registration.  

• Bankbooks (checking, savings, etc.).  

• Insurance policies.  

• Military discharge papers.  

• Passports.  

• Birth, death and marriage certificates.  

• Divorce papers.  

• Social Security or Medicare cards.  

• Credit cards.  

• Titles to deeds.  

• Stocks and bonds.  

• Wills.  

• Medical records.  

• Warranties.  

• Income tax records.  

• Citizenship papers.  

• Prepaid burial contract.  

• Animal registration papers.  

• Mortgage papers. 
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REPLACING MONEY: Handle burnt money as little as possible. Try to place each bill or part of a bill in plastic wrap 

to help preserve it. If money is partly burnt - if half or more is still OK - you can take the part that is left to your region-

al Federal Reserve Bank to get it replaced. Ask your bank for the one nearest you, or you can take the burnt or torn 

money to the post office and mail it by “registered mail, return receipt requested” to:  

• Department of the Treasury  

Bureau of Engraving and Printing  

Office of Currency Standards  

P.O. Box 37048  

Washington, DC 20013  

Damaged or melted coins may be taken to your regional Federal Reserve Bank or mailed by “registered mail, return 

receipt requested” to:  

• Superintendent U.S. Mint  

P.O. Box 400  

Philadelphia, PA 19105  

To replace U.S. savings bonds that are destroyed or mutilated, get the Department of Treasury Form PD F-1048 (I) 

from your bank or at www.ustreas.gov and mail to:  

• Department of the Treasury Bureau of the Public Debt Savings Bonds Operations  

P.O. Box 1328  

Parkersburg, WV 26106-1328 
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